The Fourth Sunday
in Lent

March 15 2026



Everyone is asked to silence or put their cell phones on vibrate
while attending church services.

OPENING HYMN

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross LSB 426
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count but loss And pour con - tempt on all my pride.
charm me most, 1 sac - ri - fice them to His blood.
sor - row meet Or thorns com -pose so rich a crown?
SO di - vine, De - mands my soul, my life, my all!

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: Second Supplement to Psalmody in Miniature, 1778, London; adapt. Edward Miller, 1731-1807
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *¥ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P]  Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

®=E



Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise,
and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of
this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and
one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your
children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and
richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our
midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through
Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Kyrie (Spoken)

Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P) The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

(P) Let us pray.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and
though we deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and
provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily
acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and
serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 42:14-21

“For a long time I have held my peace;]
have kept still and restrained myself;
now [ will cry out like a woman in
labor; 1 will gasp and pant. °I will lay
waste mountains and hills, and dry up
all their vegetation; I will turn the rivers
into islands, and dry up the pools. '®And
I will lead the blind in a way that they
do not know, in paths that they have not
known I will guide them. I will turn the
darkness before them into light, the
rough places into level ground. These
are the things I do, and I do not forsake
them.

"They are turned back and utterly put

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

to shame, who trust in carved idols,
who say to metal images, “You are our
gods.”

8Hear, you deaf, and look,
you blind, that you may see!
YWho is blind but my servant,
or deaf as my messenger whom I send?
Who is blind as my dedicated one, or
blind as the servant of the LORD? *°He
sees many things but does not observe
them; his ears are open, but he does not
hear. 2'The LORD was pleased, for his
righteousness’ sake, to magnify his law
and make it glorious.

EPISTLE

Ephesians 5:8—14

8For at one time you were darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light °(for the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and
true), '%and try to discern what is
pleasing to the Lord. ''Take no part in
the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. !“For it is
shameful even to speak of the things

that they do in secret. '*But when
anything is exposed by the light, it
becomes visible, '“for anything that
becomes visible is light. Therefore it
says,

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from

the dead, and Christ will shine on you.”



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
HOLY GOSPEL

John 9:1-41

P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the ninth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

'As [Jesus] passed by, he saw a
man blind from birth. 2And his
disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” *Jesus answered, “It
was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God
might be displayed in him. *“We must
work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming, when
no one can work. °As long as I am in
the world, I am the light of the world.”
Having said these things, he spat on
the ground and made mud with the
saliva. Then he anointed the man’s
eyes with the mud ’and said to him,
“Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which means Sent). So he went and
washed and came back seeing.

8The neighbors and those who
had seen him before as a beggar were
saying, “Is this not the man who used
to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he.”
Others said, “No, but he is like him.”
He kept saying, “I am the man.” '°So
they said to him, “Then how were your
eyes opened?” '"He answered, “The

man called Jesus made mud and
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go
to Siloam and wash.” So I went and
washed and received my sight.”
12They said to him, “Where is he?” He
said, “I do not know.”

B3They brought to the Pharisees
the man who had formerly been blind.
“Now it was a Sabbath day when
Jesus made the mud and opened his
eyes. 1°So the Pharisees again asked
him how he had received his sight.
And he said to them, “He put mud on
my eyes, and I washed, and I see.”
1Some of the Pharisees said, “This
man is not from God, for he does not
keep the Sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner do
such signs?” And there was a division
among them. '"So they said again to
the blind man, “What do you say about
him, since he has opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.”

8The Jews did not believe that
he had been blind and had received his
sight, until they called the parents of
the man who had received his sight



Yand asked them, “Is this your son,
who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” *°His parents
answered, “We know that this is our
son and that he was born blind. >'But
how he now sees we do not know, nor
do we know who opened his eyes. Ask
him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself.” 2*(His parents said these
things because they feared the Jews,
for the Jews had already agreed that if
anyone should confess Jesus to be
Christ, he was to be put out of the
synagogue.) *Therefore his parents
said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24S0 for the second time they
called the man who had been blind and
said to him, “Give glory to God. We
know that this man is a sinner.” >*He
answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do
not know. One thing I do know, that
though I was blind, now I see.” **They
said to him, “What did he do to you?
How did he open your eyes?” ?’He
answered them, “I have told you
already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do
you also want to become his
disciples?” 2®And they reviled him,
saying, “You are his disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. 2We know that
God has spoken to Moses, but as for
this man, we do not know where he

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

comes from.” **The man answered,
“Why, this is an amazing thing! You
do not know where he comes from,
and yet he opened my eyes. 'We
know that God does not listen to
sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of
God and does his will, God listens to
him. 3*Never since the world began has
it been heard that anyone opened the
eyes of a man born blind. **If this man
were not from God, he could do
nothing.” **They answered him, “You
were born in utter sin, and would you
teach us?” And they cast him out.

33Jesus heard that they had cast
him out, and having found him he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
3He answered, “And who is he, sir,
that I may believe in him?” ¥ Jesus said
to him, “You have seen him, and it is
he who is speaking to you.” **He said,
“Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped
him. ¥Jesus said, “For judgment I
came into this world, that those who do
not see may see, and those who see
may become blind.” *°Some of the
Pharisees near him heard these things,
and said to him, “Are we also blind?”
“Jesus said to them, “If you were
blind, you would have no guilt; but
now that you say, ‘We see,” your guilt
remains.”

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God,



Sit

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



Hymn of the Day
God Loved the World So That He Gave LSB 571
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are built on this chief cor - ner -stone.

Word de-clares How we in Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
John 9:1-41

Jesus is Divisive

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

Sit
OFFERING

Chancel Choir:
“Once Upon a Tree” by Peter Choplin

Once upon a tree a good man died, and though He did no crime, He was crucified. If the story ended there,
I would have no song to share, but my heart will ever sing the story.

Once upon a tree, so the story goes, and all its mystery surely no one knows. Could the Father’s will be
done through the suffering of His Son? And there comes the answer, “Once upon a tree.”
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For God so loved the world, He gave His priceless pearl. What greater love could there be? He died, He

rose again, still the story doesn’t end, for His spirit is living in me.

What tale of human love could there ever be told? What song could compare with the one I hold? Through
everything I am, and through everything I’1l be, let me sing my story: “Once Upon a Tree.”

Stand
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE LSB 160

) The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the
countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we
give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome
sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 208
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Ho-1ly, ho-1ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;



Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

Tru - ly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Text: Stephen P. Starke

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on
the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You
thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His
life as a ransom for many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to
trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away
the sin of the world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

LORD’S PRAYER

P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
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give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My "I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, O Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit

We believe that the body and blood of Jesus Christ are really present in the bread and the
wine of Holy Communion. He gives His own body and blood to enter into us to forgive our
sins and strengthen both our bodies and our faith. If you believe this also and are Baptized
into the Christian faith, you are welcome to receive Holy Communion at Fountain of Life.

If you are unsure of what you believe, speak with Pastor before receiving Holy
Communion.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849

| | M| | | | T | f f |
o — —

\;'jg [ —— () -_"“\_/CI al > > al 19{

1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet

3 Let us praise the Word In -car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - 'ry dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’'s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See - ing what our God has done; Let us
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storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With the ver - y Bread of peace.
Well comes liv-ing wa - ter, Quench-ing thirst in ev - ry land.

praise the true Re - deem -er, Praise the One who makes us one.

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000196
Tune: Public domain

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies LSB 873
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1 Christ, whose glo - ry fills the skies, Christ, the true and on -1ly light,
2 Dark and cheer-less is the morn Un - ac - com-pa-nied by Thee;
3 Vis - it then this soul of mine, Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
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Sun of righ-teous-ness, a-rise; Tri-umph o’er the shades of night.
Joy-less is the day’s re-turn  Till Thy mer-cy’s beams I see,
Fill me, ra - dian - cy di-vine, Scat-ter all my un - be - lief;
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Day-spring from on high, be near; Day -star, in my heart ap - pear.
Till they in - ward light im-part, Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
More and more Thy - self dis-play, Shin-ing to the per-fect day.

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88
Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777-1822
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis LSB 211
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Benedicamus

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.

Amen.
Closing Hymn
God Loved the World So That He Gave  1LSB 571 sts. 46
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4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son For - gives all
5 If you are  sick, if death is  near, This truth your
A6 Glo - ry to God the Fa - ther, Son, And Ho - ly
) & . . . . .
'##:: —— — I I -i il -i — —]
[ 3 I I I r r I — I I — tl
sins which  you have done; And, jus - ti - fied by
trou - bled heart can cheer: Christ Je - sus saves your
Spir - it Three in One! To You, O bless - ed
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Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.

soul from death; That is the firm - est ground of faith.

Trin - 1 - ty, Be praise now and e - ter - nal - ly!
Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

e Remember that March 31% is the deadline to direct your Thrivent
Choice dollars.

e Midweek worship during Lent is at 4:00 PM with dinner following.
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For with you is the fountain of life;

1

in your light we see light. Psalm 36:9

Fountain of Life Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod
15630 N Del Webb Blvd, (623) 933-8246
Website: www.suncitylutheran.org

Pastor: Rob Rogers
Cell: (630) 439-6176
Email: pastorrogers@suncitylutheran.org
Office Email: execsecretary@suncitylutheran.org

Prayer Requests: Mary Ann Lowell 623-670-6870
Prayer Shawl: Pat Reigers 503-881-8157

Service Times
Sunday
Chancel Choir Practice 8:30 am
Sunday Worship 10:00 am
Bible Study 11:00 am

Monday

15t & 3rd Permission to Grieve Group 10:00 am
Tuesday

Mid-week Bible Study 10:00 am

3 Tuesday Men'’s Breakfast/Royal Cafe 8:30 am
Wednesday

Quilters 9:00 am

Thursday
2" Thursday Ladies Lunch Bunch 11:30 am

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday (9am-2pm)
**Closed Friday**
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